
Broomley and Stocksfield Parish Council 
 
 
 

Annual Parish Meeting 
 

7.30pm on Monday 14 May 2018 
 

at Stocksfield Community Centre 
 
 

Agenda 
 
 
 

1.  Apologies 
 
2.  Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting held 15 May 2017 
 
3. Matters Arising 
 
4.  Annual Report of Chair  
 
5. Annual report of County Councillor 
 
6.  Accounts 2017/18 
 
7.  Budget 2018/19 
 
8.  Any other business 



Broomley and Stocksfield Parish Council 
 

Notes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at 7.30pm on Monday 15 May 2017 
 at Stocksfield Community Centre 

 
Present: Ms M Hunt (Chair), Mrs J Furniss, Mr C Liddle, Mr M Parker, Mrs K Pollock, Mrs A 

Dale (County Councillor), Ms K Moore (Hexham Courant). 
 
Apologies: Mr D Parke, Mrs J Robson, Prof R Thompson and Dr P Vickers. 
 
The Chair opened the meeting at 7.30pm and welcomed those present 
. 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 18 April 2016 
The minutes of the previous Annual Parish Meeting were accepted as a true and accurate record. 
 
Matters Arising 
There were no matters arising. 
 
Annual Report of the Chair 
The Chair highlighted a number of areas referred to within her previously circulated annual report 
including 

 The development of the sports fields 

 Speeding within the village and the joint work with the police and Northumberland County 
Council (NCC) 

 Two new shelters at bus stops 

 Bywell Fireworks display 

 Remembrance Day Service 

 The Council’s Flood plan 

 Three previous councillors had stood down during the previous year and a new councillor 
in post after the recent elections 

 The potential for further funding cuts in future NCC budgets, and 

 Her thanks to the councillors, clerk and groundsman for their work during the year. 
 
Report of the Ward County Councillor 
Mrs Dale said her report had been circulated in February but highlighted that changes would 
occur within NCC as a result of the recent elections. She referred, amongst other things, to 
poverty levels within Northumberland, superfast broadband and the school funding formula. 
 
Accounts 2016/17 
The Chair referred to the previously circulated accounts which have now been subject to internal 
audit. 
 
Budget 2017/18 
The Council’s budget for 2017/18 had been previously circulated and was noted. 
 
Any Other Business 
None 
 
The Chair closed the meeting at 7.40pm.. 



Broomley and Stocksfield Parish Council 
Chairman’s Annual Report May 2017 – April 2018 
 
During another busy year, the Parish Council has continued 
to work on maintaining and improving facilities in the village 
and surrounding areas, with a strong focus on ensuring that 
all of our residents and visitors can enjoy a beautiful, safe, 
clean and pleasant environment.  We have tried to provide 
the facilities that local people want, and to deal with any 
problems, very often by working in partnership with other 
community organisations and public bodies. 
 
Our two play areas at Kate’s Plain and Branch End receive many compliments, and are kept in 

good condition by our Groundsman, who carries out weekly 
inspections along with necessary repairs and maintenance to 
ensure that they remain safe, enjoyable places to spend time 
in.  During the year, thanks to a group of Councillors and our 
Clerk, we organised the installation of additional play and 
fitness equipment at Branch End play area, with a view to 
offering options for teenagers and adults, and this has proved 
very popular.  The majority of the funding for this development 

Two items of new fitness equipment at       came from Northumberland County Council’s (NCC) Housing 
Branch End Play Area                                 Developer Fund. 
 
Following a great deal of background and preparatory work, the Parish Council has now awarded 
the contract for the long-awaited car park extension at the sports fields.  We expect confirmation 
of the start date for the project imminently, and anticipate that the new facility will be completed 
and in use in the next few months.  We are very grateful for the advice and expertise of local 
resident Nick Jones, who, as well as offering support so far, has also volunteered to act as 
Project Manager, alongside our Clerk. 
 
The 30 year lease on the eastern sports fields began in August 2017, and the Parish Council is 
now in the process of discussions with Stocksfield Cricket Club, Stocksfield Football Club, 
Prudhoe and Stocksfield Rugby Union Football Club, and other sports fields users about the 
improvements they would like to see to the pitches and playing surfaces.  We recognise that this 
development will take time, not least because of the extent of fundraising involved, but we are 
hopeful that it will result in high quality sports facilities in the heart of our community which will 
benefit residents for years to come. 
 
Once again, the Remembrance Day service at the War Memorial in 
November, led by lay minister Robert Peers, was well attended by 
people of all ages, including our local scouting and guiding groups 
and officers from 3rd Regiment of the Royal Horse Artillery.  As 
usual, Stocksfield Guides provided welcome refreshments after the 
service, raising £80 for the Royal British Legion. 
 
In the past year, the Parish Council has given grants and donations worth over £9,000 to a 

number of local groups, including Stocksfield Players, 
Stocksfield Baptist Church, the Tuesday Club (at 
Stocksfield Community Centre) and Stocksfield Scouts.  
The funding supports specific projects which benefit our 
community and contribute to the life of the village.  The 
Parish Council also makes an annual financial contribution 
to the Parochial Church Council’s Burial Board which looks 
after the cemetery at St Margaret’s Church in Hindley.  

Stocksfield Scout Hut under construction, a  
beneficiary of Council grants. 



The speed and volume of traffic in the village, particularly on the A695 and New Ridley Road, 
have continued to be a key concern for Councillors and residents, along with the perennial 
problem of cars obstructing the pavement.  Responsibility for highways lies with NCC, but the 
Parish Council has made strenuous efforts to raise local issues with our County Councillor and 
NCC officers, and to work in partnership with other organisations, such as Northumbria Police, 
where appropriate.  We have also indicated to NCC our priorities for the Local Transport Plan, 
placing the emphasis on safety for pedestrians, particularly those who are elderly or disabled, use 
a wheelchair or have young children. 
 
During the year the Parish Council’s Advisory Groups have continued to work on a specific 
aspect of our remit and to make recommendations for action to the full Council where 
appropriate.  The General Governance Advisory Group (GGAG) looks at financial matters, 
policies and other issues linked to managing the Council’s affairs, while 
the Planning Advisory Group (PAG) considers planning applications and 
comments on pre-application enquiries.  The Communications Advisory 
Group (CAG) covers all aspects of the Council’s communication with 
residents and the public, and is currently undertaking a review of our 
signs and notices, with a view to rationalising them.  The Rights of Way 
and Environment Advisory Group (ROWEAG), though chaired by a 
Parish Councillor, is mainly made up of local residents who volunteer 
their time to monitor the health of the river and the burn, keep invasive 
species under control, and review the footpaths and rights of way within 
the Parish boundary.  This year they have also established the 
Stocksfield Station Working Group to look after the planted areas at the 
station.  I would like to express my sincere thanks to the members of this 
Advisory Group for their dedication to the village. 
 
Our Flood Wardens and the Clerk updated the Flood Plan during the year, and distributed leaflets 
to those residents most likely to be affected if flooding should occur.  The Flood Wardens have 
also undertaken training to enable them to operate an emergency reception centre should the 
need arise. 
 
Kath Pollock resigned from the Council in September for personal reasons.  As a member of the 
GGAG, Kath made a valuable contribution to our work, and was also one of the Councillors who 
led on the provision of additional play equipment, as well as representing the Parish Council on a 
local community forum.  I would like to extend my thanks to Kath for her commitment to our 
community.  In January we welcomed Helen Rae as our newest Councillor; she brings 
considerable expertise and experience which we appreciate. 
 
The coming year will see concerted effort on the production of a new 
Parish Council Plan to underpin our work, and we are currently 
developing a survey which will be distributed to all residents and local 
businesses, seeking views on how they see the village’s future. 
 
Finally, I would like to express my gratitude and appreciation to our Clerk, 
Nick Spencer, for his efficiency and professionalism, to Martin Stewart, 
our Groundsman, for looking after our environment with such care and 
commitment, and to my fellow Parish Councillors for their hard work and 
team spirit during the last twelve months. 
 
Maggi Hunt 
 
April 2018 



 

Broomley and Stocksfield Parish Council 2017-18

Receipts and payments  2017-2018

Balance at 1 April 2017 83324.34

Receipts

Precept

Precept 85260.00

85260.00

Bank Interest

Nationwide reserve 194.52

Unity Trust reserve 11.94

206.46

Other receipts

Sports Field 1571.25

MUGA 486.76

Donations 95.00

Misc income 88.32

Grant - play areas 8362.00

10603.33

VAT

VAT Refund from HMRC 3770.05

3770.05

99839.84

183164.18

Payments

EMPLOYMENT

Clerk Salary 12637.07

Clerk Tax and NI 618.43

Payroll admin 123.00

Clerk's expenses 124.33

13502.83

Administration

Parish Office Rent 1700.00

Room hire 427.50

Telephone 357.98

Stationery 154.95

Office Equipment 567.51

Photocopier Lease/Maint. 383.92

Photocopying charges 51.92

Audit fees 559.90

Courses and training 69.00

Subscriptions 895.24

Insurance 1532.96

Bank Charges 72.00

Misc admin 370.52

7143.40

 



Environment

Grass Cutting 409.97

Litter and dog waste bin 3170.88

Seats 846.98

Plants/hanging baskets 947.86

Misc 481.86

Groundsman Contract 17702.00

Groundsman ex contract 445.00

Christmas trees 1378.90

Bus shelters 3833.25

VATCS Maint. 286.44

29503.14

Communications

Website 87.50

Newsletter printing 909.00

Newsletter design 700.00

1696.50

Sports Facilities

Grass Cutting 5200.00

Sports field rent 2900.00

Sports field council tax 622.04

Sports field maint. and misc 1735.00

MUGA rent 100.00

10557.04

Play Facilities

Grass Cutting 2392.07

BEPA equip inspection 91.00

BEPA maint. 11982.23

BEPA Community garden 110.00

Kate's Plain rent 100.00

Kate's Plain equip inspection 91.00

Kate's Plain maintenance 1123.32

15889.62

Community Support

Remembrance Service 140.00

Burial Board 1000.00

Grants - Sec 137 Non Parish 650.00

Grants - other 8280.00

10070.00

VAT input tax 6541.03

94903.56

Balance at 31 March 2018 88260.62

Debtors as at 31 March 2018 1183.32

I certify that the above is a true record of the receipts and payments of Broomley and

Stocksfield Parish Council from 1 April 2017 to 31 March 2018.

Signed: NJ Spencer Responsible Financial Officer

Date: 06-Apr-18



 

Broomley and Stocksfield Parish Council

Approved Budget 2018/19

Receipts Payments

Precept 85260
Employment 14120
Administration 7650
Environment 680 27520
Communications 60 2880
Sport Facilities 2475 13170

Play Facilities 5750
Community Support 5560
Contingency 11825

88475 88475

 


