
BROOMLEY AND STOCKSFIELD PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

Annual report from Councillor Anne Dale 14th May,  2018 

I  was honoured and delighted to be elected to represent you on the County Council again last May. Working together 
for the benefit of the community is so important to me and I work with the Parish Council and the school and other 
partners to take forward new projects for the village and manage issues when they arise.  Thank you all for your help 
and support over the last 25 years, it is appreciated. 
 
The following is a brief annual review for 2017-2018.   I have kept the information to items which are relevant to you 
in Stocksfield and also to the west of the County.   Please do contact me if you would like more detailed information 
or would like to discuss anything further. 
 
NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL PLAN/CORE STRATEGY. 
 
Since writing to you last year the County Council’s Local Plan/ Core Strategy which had been submitted  to 
Government  for inspection  has been withdrawn by the Council and a new Local Plan/Core Strategy  is being written.   
It is important that everyone does respond to the public consultation when it takes place especially relating to the 
preservation of the green belt in the village.   Without a Core Strategy the village is at present vulnerable to unwanted 
planning applications. 
 
NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL  SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC PRESSURES. 
 
Northumberland is the largest local authority by land mass with the lowest population.   There were 10,300 children 
living in poverty last year per  Government statistics and more and more children are requiring intervention by social 
services.   In April last year there were over 4,135 children in need.   With a growing ageing population in the area 
there are further financial pressures on social services  especially  as in the west of the County  there are  areas of 
rural isolation and deprivation and there is a high cost of delivering these services to these areas.    Since 2012 and up 
to 2020 the Council’s loss of revenue funding and underfunded financial pressures from Government equates to an 
annual loss of £178.3 million to our revenue budget.Local authorities are legally not able to use capital for revenue 
funding.   However like the late Tynedale Council the County Council is able to invest capital to make revenue savings 
and has a secure Treasury Management Strategy which is closely monitored and reviewed by the Council’s external 
auditors.   The Council’s external auditors, Ernest and Young  audit  statement to the Council for the year ending 
2016/2017 showed the Council to be in a strong financial position. 
 
NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL MARKET TOWN INITIATIVE AND CAPITAL INVESTMENT AROUND HEXHAM 
AND PRUHOE. 
 
I am pleased that all the work started in 2013 by the Council has now come to fruition;   the new Hexham House 
wedding venue has been opened, improvements have been made to the Queens Hall and I work continuously to 
ensure that the County Council has a service centre at the Spetchells in Prudhoe.   The County Council has been 
investing capital in the west since 2013 including the new bus station, the fire station in Hexham, investment in 
tourism such as the Sill amongst other projects.   The issue about parking in Hexham is under review again. 
 
The local Tynedale  Area   Committee has given financial support for locally led projects in the area through the 
Council’s Community Chest such as the Scouts Hut and  the new kitchen at the Stocksfield Community Association.    
 
The Government is providing funding for road improvements on the A69 at Brocksbushes and the County Council 
continues to subsidise the busservice between New Ridley and Hexham. 
 
 
WORKING WITH THE COUNTY COUNCIL. 
 
I am one of seven independent councillors and we all vote independently and in different ways.  I challenge and work 
to improve on the policies of the Council rather than opposing good initiatives for political purposes.   To this end I 
have always supported policies   that will deliver for the residents I represent.  I will continue to challenge and hold 
the Council to account. 
 



FUTURE DELIVERY OF EDUCATION IN THE WEST OF  NORTHUMBERLAND. 
 
The delivery of education in the area has been under considerable pressure,   discussion  and debate over the last few 
months.   The three tier system has worked well in Hexham and Prudhoe where we have two of the best high schools 
in the North East along with many outstanding and good first and middle schools.    It is very clear from the response 
to the Council’s consultation on the delivery of education in the west that the people want to retain the three tier 
system and I would warmly thank everyone who worked so hard to ensure that so many people responded to the 
Consultation and well done ! I continue to work closely with the Prudhoe High Community High School which goes 
from strength to strength and I enjoy working with the students on the careers project  which has been awarded a 
gold standard under the Information, Advice and Guidance scheme. 
 
I enjoy working with the students in the first schools on democracy day and continue to take forward the mapping 
project with three first schools in my ward.   More about this will soon unfold ! 
 
SUPERFAST BROADBAND. 
 
I was delighted that the Council continues to support my broadband initiative and it is steadily being rolled out in the 
rural areas of the village such as Hindley.   Please let me know if you would like any further information. 
 
LOCAL ITEMS OF INTEREST. 
 
Highways Maintenance and  Road  Safety measures. 
 
A 30 mph speed limit has been introduced in Hindley following numerous complaints about speeding through the 
hamlet.   The 20 mph permanent  speed  limit on the Painshawfield  Estate which was agreed last year by the County 
Council will be rolled out with the new initiatives that are in the process of being designed at the present time.   The 
design will include an anti-skid surface at the Baptist Church bend on the A695, road safety bollards in the same area 
including outside Ford Rise, the introduction of a 20 mph speed limit at the beginning and the end of the school 
together with relevant signs, etc.   This work will be financed by the County Council and out of my Members’ small 
scheme allowance.   A consultation event will take place as soon as the plans have been drawn up as it is important 
that all residents are able to have an input into the design and that nothing is missed. 
 
There will also be an introduction of double yellow lines which have been requested in the village and this includes 
the junction of New Ridley Road and Batt House Road where parking has been an issue for a long time together with 
other sites.   The concerns raised by residents at the  Bywell View/ Brettonby Avenue/A695 junction are being 
investigated.  
 
The issue about speeding on New Ridley Road and the New Ridley Village is causing concern and I am working with 
the County Council to make the best use of the finance I have available from my Members small scheme allowance 
and meeting will shortly take place with residents to hear their views. 
 
The wet winters continue to cause flooding in parts of the village and I am working with the County Council officers to 
ensure that the gullies and culverts are clear however there is only one gulley cleaner for the whole of the Tynedale 
area which covers the area from the Scottish borders to the borders with County Durham and Gateshead.   I continue 
to work with the residents, County Council and the Environment Agency to assess and address any flooding concerns.   
Please do continue to report any blocked gullies to me as soon as possible.   The amount of potholes in the County 
continues to be an ongoing issue. 
 
New Lighting in the village. 
 
As you will be aware new LED lighting has been introduced into the village by the County Council.  There have been 
some issues including the lack of consultation with residents which has caused problems and have taken some time 
to resolve.   Hopefully the situation will improve in the near future. 
 
I am very privileged to serve you and take up your concerns and help whenever I can.   Please do let me know if you 
would like any further information on any topic or if you have any concerns  by either ringing me on 01434 673326 or 
e.mailing me at Anne.Dale@Northumberland.gov.uk 
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